Michigan Reading Journal
Volume 34

Issue 3

Article 10

April 2002

Bookpourri: reviews of Books for Children
Vera E. Milz

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/mrj

Recommended Citation
Milz, Vera E. (2002) "Bookpourri: reviews of Books for Children," Michigan Reading Journal: Vol. 34 : Iss. 3
, Article 10.
Available at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/mrj/vol34/iss3/10

From The Teachers & Writers Guide to Classic American Literature, edited by Christopher Edgar and Gary Lenhart,
2001, New York, NY: Teachers & Writers Collaborative. Copyright 2001 by Teachers & Writers Collaborative.
Reprinted with permission.
This work is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Michigan Reading Journal by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.

VERA

E.

MILZ

Bookpourri:
Reviews of Books for Children
Vera Milz is a second-grade teacher at Conant
Elementary School in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan.
She is a past president of the Oakland County
Reading Council.
very so often, a really special and unique book is published. This fall one of these
books came to my attention. The book is Mary Ann Hoberman's You Read to Me, I'll
Read to You: Very Short Stories to Read Together with
illustrations by Michael Emberley (Little Brown, 2001,
$15. 9 5, ISBN 0-316-14544-0). When I brought the book to my classroom, I invited one of the children to share a poem with me. He read
the purple words, I read the red words, and we read the blue words
together. Every hand went up as everyone wanted to share a new poem.
Since that day, the book has never touched a shelf. I see two children
reading together, or I see a child and parent volunteer, or I am reading
with a partner. The book has been a complete delight! I hope that you
will find a copy and enjoy it with your students. I also hope that you
will enjoy the other books reviewed in this column, and that you will
find them useful as you read with your own students. If you can help
me with information or review copies for future issues, please write to
Milz
me at 1750 Woodgate Dr., Troy, MI 48083

Books for the Youngest Readers
Ahlberg, Allan & Raymond Briggs. The
Adventures of Bert. (Farrar Straus Giroux, 2001,
$16.00, ISBN 0-374-30092-5).
The creators of The Jolly Postman and The
Snowman have created a new character who has
some strange and exciting adventures that will
have young readers in an uproar. When Bert
tries to put on his shirt, he tumbles out of his
house and ends up in Scotland. He is chased by
a giant sausage and rescues a puppy. The authors
warn readers to turn the several pages quietly so
as to not wake up young Bert, but you can
imagine what happens when they do turn them.
The book is full of laughs.

42

Barton, Byron. My Car. (Greenwillow, 2001,
$14.95, ISBN 0-06-029624-0).
Sam has a car, and he shows how he takes
care of it, how he drives it safely, and where he
goes with it. He drives his car to work, and then
he demonstrates his job as a bus driver. With its
colorful illustrations and simple text, this is a
perfect book for children who love cars.
Crabtree, Sally & Roberta Mathieson. My
Sisters Hair. Illustrations by Jane Cabrera. (Random House, 2001, $12.95, ISBN 0-375-81401-9).
A baby sister doesn't have any hair, and her
brother can't wait for some to appear. While
waiting, he dreams up all sorts of wild hairdos
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for her. Die-cut pages allow the reader to try the
hairstyles on the baby sister while they wait for
her first real curl.
Garelli, Christina. Forest Friends' Five
Senses. Illustrations by Francesca Chessa.
(Knopf, 2001, $14.95, ISBN 0-375-81308-X).
A group of forest animals sits around a campfire telling stories about the five senses. For
example a hawk is flying when he bumps into a
mountain because he can't see very well. Owl,
the doctor, fixes him up with a pair of glasses so
he can see perfectly. Skunk, of course, has a
story about the sense of smell. Here is a simple
way to introduce a timely science topic to young
readers.
Krosoczka, Jarrett J. Good Night, Monkey
Boy. (Knopf, 2001, $14.95, ISBN 0-375-811214).
A mother tries to get her mischievous son to
bed. He loves bananas and she affectionately
calls him "Monkey Boy." After a romp in the
bathroom, he is finally tucked in and mom reads
him a story about a monkey while he eats a
banana snack. Somehow, though on the last
page, it looks like he isn't really ready to fall
asleep. The familiar battle of wills between

parent and child is humorously depicted in this
colorful storybook.
Mould, Wendy. Ants In My Pants. (Clarion,
2001, $15.00, ISBN 0-618-09640-X).
Here is another book with a child not wanting to do what mom wants. Mom wants to go
shopping, but Jacob wants to stay in his
pajamas and play with his trains. He has a lot
of funny excuses with lots of imaginary
animals who are keeping him from getting
dressed. Finally, Mom does convince him to
get dressed. When they go out the door they
discover that it has snowed. They scoot outside and then decide to stay home and enjoy
the fresh snowfall.
Wood, Audrey & Bruce Wood. Alphabet
Adventure. (Blue Sky/Scholastic, 2001, $15.95,
ISBN 0-439-08069-X).
The alphabet letters have worked hard learning to be a team and now are ready to go to
school to help a child learn their ABCs. On their
way, an accident occurs and little "i" loses her
dot. The adventure begins as the letters search
for the missing dot. Leaming the alphabet using
this colorful collection has never been so much
fun!

For the Picture Book Connoisseur
Ada, Alma Flor. With Love, Little Red Hen.
Illustrations by Leslie Tryon. (Atheneum, 2001,
$16.00, ISBN 0-689-82581-1 ).
The little red hen and her chicks move into
Hidden Fore st and plan to grow a crop of com in
the nearby field. Of course, no one wants to ·
help, but in this tale, there are even some wolves
who have their own nasty ideas as to what they
want to do. Told in a series of letters, the actions
of storybook characters, such as Goldilocks,
Little Red Riding Hood, Peter Rabbit, and the
Three Little Pigs, are detailed. Their surprise
help saves the cornfield, and results in a satisfying picnic at the end of the season.
Bateman, Teresa. Red, White, Blue, and
Uncle Who? The Stories behind Some of
American's Patriotic Symbols. Illustrations by
John O'Brien. (Holiday House, 2001, $15.95,
ISBN 0-8234-1285-7).
VOLUME
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Here is a surprise collection of Americana that
is bound to answer a lot of questions that have
arisen in the past few difficult months. Seventeen patriotic symbols, such as the Liberty Bell
and the Pledge of Allegiance, are examined on
how they came to represent America. The index
in the book adds to the usefulness of the book.
Bogacki, Tomek. Circus Girl. (Farrar Straus
Giroux, 2001, $17.00, ISBN 0-374-31291-5).
One day, the circus comes to town. The
children are all excited, but they have to go to
school instead of watching the circus being set
up. The next day the children have a new girl in
class. She will be attending school while the
circus is in town, and the children call her
Circus Girl. Though she only stays a short
while, an act of kindness on her part helps two
classmates to become friends, and she has a
lasting impact on their lives.
SPRING

2002
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Creech, Sharon. A Fine, Fine School. Illustrations by Harry Bliss. (HarperCollins, 2001,
$15.95, ISBN 0-06-027746-X).
Mr. Keene, the principal, is proud of his
school, where learning is taking place every day.
In fact, he is so proud that he decides that school
should continue on Saturdays, Sundays, holidays, and even through the summer. No one
quite knows how to tell him that they really
don't want more school. Finally, Tillie goes to
him and makes the point that there are many
things to learn outside the school setting. Here is
a hilarious book, yet with a message that those
of us in the education business need to think
about.
Nesbit, E. The Book of Beasts. Illustrations by
Inga Moore. (Candlewick, 2001, $16.99, ISBN
0-7636-1579-X).
First published in 1900 in a collection of
stories called
The Book of Dragons, the book is brought to
life with new illustrations by Inga Moore. In the
book, a young boy named Lionel is called to be
king after his grandfather dies. After his coronation, he explores the palace library. He opens a
book, and out flies a butterfly, a blue bird, and
finally a hungry red dragon. How Lionel solves
the problem makes for an engaging story that
indeed is as enjoyable as it was when it was
written over a hundred years ago.
Seeger, Pete and Paul Dubois Jacobs.
Abiyoyo Returns. Illustrations by Michael
Hays. (Simon & Shuster, 2001, $17 .00, ISBN 0689-83271-0).
Many years ago, a town was threatened by the
giant Abiyoyo. The boy who helped make him
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disappear is now grown with a little girl of his
own. Now the town has a big problem. They
need to move a big boulder that is blocking the
site of where they need to build a new dam to
prevent floods and droughts they have each year.
The little girl decides that the only one to move
the boulder is Abiyoyo - despite the fact that
he is a terrible giant who eats people up. What
happens makes for a wonderful new story that
children will enjoy reading and singing about.
Taylor, Alastair. Swollobog. (Houghton
Mifflin, 2001, $15.00, ISBN 0-618-04348-9).
A young girl names her dog, Swollobog,
because he likes to swallow things, and she
reverses the "d" in dog as she writes his
name. She also spells it wrong because she is
very young. This always-hungry dog has
some unusual adventures when he swallows a
helium balloon that leads his owners on a
wild chase to rescue him. There are plenty of
giggles coming from readers enjoying this
hilarious book.
Vaughan, Marcia. The Secret to Freedom.
Illustrations by Larry Johnson. (Lee & Low,
2001, $16.95, ISBN 1-58430-021-3).
Great Aunt Lucy tells her niece how during
her days as a slave, quilts were used by her and
her brother as signals to direct other slaves on
the Underground Railroad. Eventually, her
brother Albert is caught and must flee, though
Lucy remains behind. He carried a scrap of quilt
which he keeps until they are finally reunited
after the Civil War has ended. The Author's
Notes in the back add to our knowledge of how
quilt patterns told slaves how to plan and carry
out their escape.
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Michigan Connections

Bowman, Crystal. Cracks in the Sidewalk. Illustrations by
Joel E.S. Tanis. (Baker, 2001, Second Edition, $14.99, ISBN 08010-1227-9).
Anyone with a messy bedroom, getting a sibling's lunch by
mistake, having a loose tooth, or suffering any mishaps of being a
child will enjoy this collection of poetry. Poems are organized
under the headings of Little People, Friends and Neighbors,
School Days, An Apple a Day, In the Kitchen, Daily Adventures,
and In My Room. Readers are sure to find a poem that will catch
their interest and tug at their heartstrings. The author lives in Grand
Rapids, and the illustrator resides in Holland.

Greene, Rhonda Gowler. Jamboree Day. Illustrations by Jason Wolff. (Orchard, 2001, $15.95, ISBN
0-439-29310-3).
Deep in the jungle in the middle of May, the
animals gather for a big celebration called Jamboree
Day. They dance and party to a lively beat in this
colorful rhyming storybook. The tree frog invites the
hippos, the parrots, the monkeys, the cheetahs, and a
host of other animals to eat, dance, and be happy.
What a party! The author lives in West Bloomfield.

Hoban, Russell. The Mouse and His Child. Illustrations by
David Small. (Scholastic, 2001, $16.95, ISBN 0-439-09826-2).
First published in 1967, the book is newly illustrated by
Caldecott Award winner, David Small. It is the timeless story of a
mechanical father mouse and his child, who are joined together.
When they are wound up, they dance in a circle with the father
mouse swinging his tiny son high in the air. They are bought for a
Christmas display, but discarded after they are damaged in an
accident. The story of their stuggle to survive and to move forward
despite overwhelming odds is enhanced with Small's soft black and
white illustrations. The illustrator lives in a small village in western
Michigan.
VOLUME
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Polacco, Patricia. Betty Doll. (Philomel, 2001, $16.99, ISBN
0-399-23638-4).
The author finds a doll that had been made by her mother
many years ago. Along with the doll is a letter written by her
mother just before she died. In it, her mother tells the story of
Betty Doll and how the doll comforted her over the years. The
book tells of the happy and sad times of her mother's life from
the day that she sewed the doll together until it comforted her
when she was diagnosed with cancer. With soft black and white
illustrations surrounding the pastel colors of the little doll, the
reader is taken back in time. The author-illustrator lives in Union
City.

Rand, Johnathan. Michigan Chillers # 10: Mackinaw City Mummies.
(AudioCraft Publishing, 2001, $5.99, ISBN 1-893699-18-8).
Middle elementary-aged readers have found a new series to enjoy. With
short chapters and lots of cliffhanger endings, this latest book in the series is bound to please. An added enhancement sparking their interest is
that all 10 books are set in Michigan. Set in a forest near Mackinaw City,
this book finds Josh and Robyn digging up a terrifying secret when Josh
goes looking for worms. They are excited at first, but then the excitement
turns to terror,\ as they discover a hidden world with a terrible ruler. The
author lives in northern lower Michigan.

Cat l R. ams II & Jean Stoi k
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Sams II, Carl R. and Jean Stoick. Stranger in the Woods:
A Photographic Fantasy. (Carl R. Sams II Photography, 1800-552-1867, 2000, $19.95, ISBN 0-9671748-0-5).
Walking in the woods on a snowy day is truly captured
though the photography found in this book. After a winter
storm, the resident animals discover a stranger in their
midst. Unknown to them, two children have built a
snowman. It is a special snowman with a face made of food
for the animals to enjoy. The snowman's hat is topped with
com, and there is plenty of corn around him for them to eat.
The animals relish their discovery, and the children decide
that they will return to replenish the treat. A recipe for
young readers to create their own snowman is found at the
end of the book. The authors live in the Grand Rapids area.
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Simmons, Steven J. Alice and Greta s Color Magic. Illustrations by Cyd Moore. (Knopf, 2001, $14.95, ISBN
0-3 75-81245-8).
Greta is a witch who likes to stir up trouble. One day, she
decides to make the colors in Alice's favorite things disappear.
Pretty soon she gets so carried away that she is taking away all
the color in the whole world. So Alice has to teach her a lesson
while returning the colors to the world. She decides to return
everything except Greta's favorite: yucky green. With all their
magic, they end up mixing all the colors up and finally realize
they have to work together to get everything back to normal. The
illustrator lives in Birmingham.

Van Frankenhuyzen, Robbyn Smith. Adopted by an
Owl: The True Story of Jackson the Owl. Illustrations by
Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen. (Sleeping Bear, 2001,
$17.95, ISBN 1-58536-070-8).
The author and illustrator have spent years rehabilitating injured and orphaned animals and birds. This book is
based on their experiences with a very special horned owl
named Jackson, who was brought to them as a frightened
owlet and nursed through a frightening injury from an
accident and who chose to remain with his human family
though he could have flown free. The author and illustrator
live in Bath.

Wargin, Kathy-jo. The Michigan Reader for Boys and Girls. Illustrations
by K.L. Darnell. (Sleeping Bear, 2001, $12.95, ISBN 1-58536-042-2).
Children can learn interesting facts about Michigan as they enjoy this
collection of stories, poems, and games. There are short stories, a diary
entry, riddles, songs, and even a Michigan Pledge. The book is in the form of
an old-fashioned primer designed to teach young children to read, and some
of the stories even include questions at the end. It is a fine collection to
begin to explore our great state. The author lives in northern Michigan.
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Whelan, Gloria. Angel on the Square. (HarperCollins, 2001, $15.95,
ISBN 0-06-029030-7).
Taking place in 1914, this is the story of the daughter of a lady-in-waiting
for the Empress of Russia. She becomes a companion to the youngest
daughter, Anastasia, and the royal family feels like it is her own. However,
revolution is stirring outside the walls of the palace, and Katya must face a
new world, as her old one tumbles about her. Though the Tsar and his family
are captured, she and her mother escape and try to return to their summer
home after discovering that their city one has been taken over by the revolutionary soldiers. It is a story of a young woman facing the reality of her
changed world and gathering the strength to move forward. The author lives in
northern Michigan.

Biographies of Famous People
Anderson, M.T. Handel, Who Knew What He
Liked. Illustrations by Kevin Hawkes.
(Candlewick, 2001, $16.99, ISBN 0-7636-1046-1).
This biography presents George Frideric
Handel as a person with an indomitable spirit one who despite defeats always remained true to
himself. As a child, he smuggled a clavichord up
into his attic, and late at night taught himself to
play. He wrote operas that were loved in England, but when the opera went out of fashion,
he almost gave up. However, he didn't and put
his heart and energy into writing the Messiah. It
was a huge success, and he was on his way
again. A chronology of his life is found in the
back of the book.
Christensen, Bonnie. Woody Guthrie: Poet of
the People. (Knopf, 2001, $16.95, ISBN 0-37581113-3).
This book celebrates the life and times of an
American musician who spoke out for peace, the
environment, and justice for all. Writer of over a
thousand songs, he is most known for "This
Land is Your Land" which was written in 1940.
He was born in Oklahoma in 1912 and faced
many difficulties as a child. In the 1930s he
became the spokesman for the Dust Bowl farmers who traveled to California in search of farm
jobs. He believed that unions were a way that
workers could fight for better wages and working
conditions. He was indeed a musician for the
people. Important events in his life are
chronicled in the back of the book.
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Kerley, Barbara. The Dinosaurs of Waterhouse
Hawkins. Illustrations by Brian Selznick. (Scholastic, 2001, $16.95, ISBN 0-439-11494-2.)
In the 1850s, no one knew what a dinosaur
looked like. Fossils had been uncovered, but no
one had checked the bits and pieces to fill in the
blanks or made a model of these creatures. It was
Hawkins who first studied the pieces and compared them to living animals before making
life-sized models that still excite people 150
years later. The lush paintings of Brian Selznick
were often based on the original sketches of Mr.
Hawkins. Together with the text, they take the
reader back into the remarkable times of
Waterhouse Hawkins.
Lasky, Kathryn. Born in the Breezes: The
Seafaring Life of Joshua Slocum. Illustrations by
Walter Lyon Krudop. (Orchard, 2001, $16.95,
ISBN 0-439-29305-7).
Slocum was one of greatest sailing captains
of the nineteenth century. He even took his
bride aboard ship and raised their children
there. From early childhood, he loved the
breezes from the sea coming into his fishing
town in Nova Scotia. At 16, he ran away and
set sail on a ship heading to Dublin. By 25, he
was a .full captain. He took his bride aboard
ship and raised their children there. After his
wife died, he rebuilt an old sloop named the
Spray, and for many years sailed it alone
around the world. In 1909 he and the sloop
vanished after leaving Martha's Vineyard.
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Rosen, Michael. Shakespeare. Illustrations by
Robert Ingpen. (Candlewick, 2001, $19.99,
ISBN 0-7636-1568-4).
Here is a book about Shakespeare that
. younger readers will understand and enjoy.
Dramatic illustrations and the large print used
to enhance the text bring his world to life.
From the opening pages showing the building
of the Globe Theatre to the description of the
Elizabethan Era to analyses of his major
works, the book is a wonderful way to interest
students in this complex man.

St. George, Judith. John and Abigail Adams:
An American Love Story. (Holiday House, 2001,
$22.95, ISBN 0-8234-1571-6).
John Adams spent his lifetime in American
public service, and his wife was one of the first
to speak out on women's rights. During their
marriage, they were separated for many periods
of time, and over 2,000 letters passed between
them. These letters form the base on which this
book was written. Over 54 years of marriage,
they survived years of separation and many trials
and political defeats, but they also experienced
many triumphs and left their imprint on our
nation. A chronology of the Adams family completes this fascinating history.

Poetry for All Ages
Calmenson, Stephanie. Good for You! Toddler
Rhymes for Toddler Times. Illustrations by
Melissa Sweet. (HarperCollins, 2001, $16.95,
ISBN 0-688-17737-9).
This collection of original verses will be
enjoyed by the youngest listeners. As they listen,
they can join in, play peekaboo, tell what they
can do, be noisy or quiet, say their ABCs, and
have an adventure. A toddler's world is captured
in these delightful pages.
Cyrus, Kurt. Oddhopper Opera: A Bugs
Garden of Verses. (Harcourt, 2001, $16.00, ISBN
0-15-202205-8).
The book is a symphony of insect voices
great and small that are found in a garden
from early spring until late fall. They are
talking, buzzing, bumping, biting, scooting,
and jumping as they fight to survive among
creatures such as birds, frogs, and snakes. The
book is both a verbal and visual treasure for
you to savor.
Florian, Douglas. Lizards, Frogs, and Polliwogs. (Harcourt, 2001, $16.00, ISBN
0-15-202591-X).
This is a collection of 21 reptile and amphibian poems that will bring laughter and smiles to
its readers. It's hard to choose a favorite, but I
must say I particularly enjoyed "The Iguana,"
whose looks would make him especially popular
as a Halloween costume!
VoLUME 34, No. 3 •

Grimes, Nikki. A Pocketful of Poems. Illustrations by Javaka Steptoe. (Clarion, 2001, $15.00,
ISBN 0-395-93868-6).
Using traditional poems, free verse, and haiku,
Grimes fashions her poems around the words that
are meaningful to a young girl growing up in
contemporary Harlem. Steptoe's energetic collages
add to the fun. The book is a year full of surprises.
London, Jonathan. Park Beat: Rhymin'
Through the Seasons. Illustrations by Woodleigh
Marx Hubbard. (HarperCollins, 2001, $15.95,
ISBN 0-688-13994-9).
Lively rhymes and colorful illustrations take
the reader through a park over the span of a year.
This walk is a celebration of the seasons, and
how they change the activities and occupants of
the park. It is a finger-snapping trip bound to
please those who travel the pages of the book.
Williams, Vera B. Amber Was Brave, Essie
Was Smart: The story of Amber and Essie told in
Poems and Pictures. ( Green willow, 2001,
$15.95, ISBN 0-06-029460-4).
This is a most unique book. You laugh and you
experience sadness as you read it. Two sisters
help each other to deal with the problems of
daily life when their father is jailed for forgery
and their mother has to leave them alone while
she works to help them survive. They are two
gutsy little girls who will change your perspective on life as you read their story.
SPRING
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Especially for Older Readers
Creech, Sharon. Love That Dog: A Novel.
(HarperCollins, 2001, $14.95, ISBN 0-06029287-3).
Jack comes to love poetry as he finds his voice
with the help of an understanding teacher who
introduces him to several outstanding poems. He
is moved to write about his love of his dog, and
enjoys a visit by the author, Walter Dean Myers,
to his school. The poems used by his teacher are
printed in the back.
Danziger, Paula. United Tates of America.
(Scholastic, 2002, $15.95, ISBN 0-590-69221-6).
Sarah Kate Tate, known as Skate Tate, is
entering sixth grade at Biddle Middle School.
Everything has changed from elementary
school, and she's not sure she likes it. Her
Great-Uncle Mort (GUM for short) is a free
spirit who is sure she can adjust to anything.
She loves him dearly and is heart-broken
when he suddenly dies of heart disease. However, his spirit allows her to move on as she
and her family embark on a journey that he
had planned before his death. The author also
makes her debut as a scrapbook artist as she
illustrates Skate's scrapbook of her life experiences as well as the special trip that her
uncle planned.
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MacLachlan, Patricia. Caleb s Story.
(HarperCollins, 2001, $14.95, ISBN 0-06023605-1).
Anna has given Caleb a journal to keep, and
he is worried that he will have nothing to write
about. This is before a mysterious man shows up
at the farm and turns out to be Jacob's father and
Caleb's grandfather. Everyone is excited except
Jacob who holds a bitter grudge against the
father who had deserted his family while Jacob
was still a young boy. How the family comes
together to help mend the pain of the past is
another gentle story continuing the saga of
Sarah, Plain and Tall, and Skylark.
Testa, Maria. Some Kind of Pride. (Delacorte,
2001, $14.95, ISBN 0-385-32782-X).
Named after the greatest baseball player of all
times, the mighty Babe Ruth, Ruth DiMarco loves
baseball and wants to become a major-league
baseball player when she grows up. Already she is
the best shortstop in her small Maine town, and a
reporter is coming to interview her. It is at this
point that she overhears her father say that it is a
shame her talent is wasted on a girl. Suddenly, she
is filled with doubts. How Ruth finds her own
special self and follows her dreams makes for an
inspiring story for any girl of today.
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Michigan Reading Association Publications
BOOKMARKS

PUBLICATIONS

FLIPCHARTS

Content Area Bookmarks

A View Inside

Effective reading strategies at your fingertips - just tuck
these information-packed cards into your lesson plan book
for practical easy-to-use techniques. ©1991, 18 4xll
cards, K-12. $6.00

Come inside the schools and classrooms of eleven
educators as they share their stories. Best practices are
shared for first grade classrooms through University
teacher education courses. These practices offer
classroom-based examples that enable all students to
achieve Michigan's ELA content standards. ©1999 .

Supplemental Strategies Content Area
Bookmarks II
More learning and thinking strategies to enhance effective
content area teaching. Designed to illustrate how to put
current research into instructional practice. ©1998, 16
4xll cards, K-12. $8.00

Special!

Content Area Bookmarks I & II
Set of each of the above strategies. $12.00

$12.00
Linking - Developing Strategic Readers and
Writers in the Primary Classroom
Link your classroom experiences to current research and
practice. Based on the work of Regie Routman and Marie
Clay, topics include developmental awareness and
strategies for reading and writing, plus advice on various
types of assessment. By Michigan Reading Recovery
Teacher, Stevie Brinkerhoff. ©1993, Revised 1998, 91
pages. $10.00

Writing Bookmarks
Ideas for helping students effectively use the writing
process to produce both narrative and informational text.
By the Michigan Department of Education Early Literacy
Committee. ©1998, 27 4xll cards, K-12. $8.00

New!

Kaleidoscope 2001
Outstanding student writing to share with your class! This
collection of nearly 300 prize winning writings by
Michigan's Young Authors can serve as models to motivate
your students. Recreated annually. $6.00

New!

Writing to Learn Handbooks for Social
Studies, Science & Math
These new, teacher-friendly handbooks will prepare
students for success on MEAP tests and more importantly,
will improve thinking and learning in Mathematics,
Science, and Social Studies. $12.00

Michigan
Reading
Association

The ABC's of Reading Strategies for
Volunteers
A quick "how-to" guide for volunteers and tutors.
Designed for the layman, this flipchart offers a variety of
ideas to help your volunteers and tutors be more effective
and informed. $3.00

English Language Arts Content Standards
and Working Draft Benchmarks
A handy guide to the Michigan English Language Arts
Content Standards, adopted by the State Board of
Education in July 1995, and the curriculum frameworks
which contain the standards. $3.00

What Do Parents Want to Know About
Early Literacy Programs?
Perfect for parents of young readers! Concise explanations
to common questions concerning early literacy programs.
Issues covered include components of a quality program,
phonics instruction, writing process, and invented spelling
along with practice tips on how parents can help their child
achieve success in school. By the Michigan Department
of Education Early Literacy Committee. ©1997. $2.00

Teaching Literacy to ESL Students
Research and Best Practice
Designed as a flipchart, research evidence is presented
along with implications for classroom application. Areas
include the goals of reading, decoding, vocabulary,
comprehension, self concept, scaffolds, cooperative
grouping, authentic assessment, materials selection, and
family support. The Michigan definition of reading, a
glossary and an extensive bibliography are also included.
©2000. $3.00

New!

MEAP: Preparation and Best Practices

A Michigan Non-profit Corporation

Please send order form and payment to:
Michigan Reading Association, 5241 Plainfield Ave. NE, Suite I, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 • 1-800-MRA-READ
Credit card orders may be faxed to (616) 361-0056

Effective classroom practices to use with students while
preparing for the MEAP will be presented in this easy-touse flipchart. Relevant for all subject areas, ten effective
classroom practices to use with all students will be shared
along with practices to avoid. $3.00
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Name: __________________________
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City, State, Zip: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Method of Payment:
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Expiration: [D-- [D
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Call For Manuscripts
Types of Submissions
•

Manuscripts, which should not exceed 15 typed, single-sided, double-spaced pages, may take a
variety of forms:

•

Descriptions of literacy instructional practices that are based upon practical experience or research.

•

Descriptions of students' development as language users.

•

Narratives about our learning or our students' learning that occurred in the school setting or elsewhere.

•

Commentaries on or analysis of issues related to literacy.

•

Research reports and summaries of research published elsewhere.

•

Cartoons or graphics related to literacy.

Peer Review Policy
Each submission will be reviewed by three of the members of the MRA Editorial Review Board. At least
two of the three reviewers will perform roughly the same role as the author; for example, when a classroom
teacher submits an article, at least two of the reviewers will also be current classroom teachers.

Submission Requirements
•

All manuscripts should be prepared using guidelines outlined in the Publication Manual of the
American Psychological Association.

•

The first page of the submission should contain the title and author's name, address, phone numbers
(work and home), and e-mail address. Also include a two-sentence descriptions of yourself, including affiliation with local reading council, if applicable. Neither membership in MRA nor in a local
council is required for manuscript acceptance.

•

No identifying information should appear anywhere else on the manuscript, since the review process
1s anonymous.

•

Authors should submit four (4) copies of articles along with disk of the article and one stamped, selfaddressed envelope. No manuscripts or disks will be returned.

•

Decisions about manuscripts are normally made within two months .

•

Once your manuscript is accepted for publication, you will be asked to revise the manuscript if
necessary and to resubmit a printed copy and updated disk in text format. Charts, graphs, drawings,
and high quality photographs pertaining to article
topics will be appreciated.
MRA Mission Statement
•
Mail all submissions to:
The Michigan Reading Association is a
Dr. Lorraine Berak, Editor
dynamic organization whose mission is to
Dr. Karen Edwards, Editor
promote literacy by enabling the varied
11070 Summertime Trail
communities of learners to become
Williamsburg, MI 49690
knowledgeable decision makers and by
(231) 264-5332
providing opportunities to share common
berak 1LS@mail. cmich. edu
and diverse interests and beliefs.
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